
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, February 11, 2024; The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Lectionary / Selected:  Psalm 50:1-6, 16-23; Exodus 34:1-11a, 27-35; II Corinthians 3:12-4:6; Mark 9:1-13 
Sermon Hymn: Break Now the Bread of Life  LBW 235 
           Anthem:  

Words Incarnate Works 

 Years ago ‘A young man was buying a shirt in a department 

store.  The shirt label said, “Shrink Resistant”.  He asked the clerk 

what that meant.  The clerk said, “The label means that the shirt 

will shrink, but it doesn’t want to”.’  So, apparently the shirt has a 

mind of its own, but lacks the ability to prevent itself from shrink-

ing when washed.  Makes perfect sense, doesn’t it?  I wish my 

shirts could tell me they are not just “wrinkle resistant”, but “wrin-

kle free”.  That they would fight with all their might the encroach-

ment of all nasty wrinkles!!  But alas, no such luck!  If only these 

new-fangled AI-enabled robots that can actually perform house-

hold tasks, like iron clothes, will come down in price enough that 

ordinary people could afford them.  Yes, a Norwegian company 

has begun marketing such a humanoid robot that will do house-

hold tasks that it is asked to do, using its speech-recognition abili-

ty.  The article telling about it didn’t mention a price, which un-

doubtedly means only the uberwealthy can afford it at this point. 

 Yes, most of us carry devices that can recognize our words, 

transcribe them into written messages and documents, or perform 

certain commands.  They can save a lot of time and tedious effort; 

so we can avoid having to manually type things out, or handwrite 

things.  Truly, our words don’t actually carry any meaning, or ac-
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complish any purpose, until they are spoken or written down.  If 

we only think things, well, if may affect ourselves inwardly in some 

way or other, but there won’t be any direct affect on anyone or 

anything else.  Our words, when written, can be seen by others, 

and it is at that point that those words take on a life of their own.  

Or, when our words are spoken audibly, and are heard by some-

one else, or even just the earth around us, they carry a power and 

authority that we seldom realize, let alone appreciate. 

 Now what do we consider “important” words today?  Some 

people might assert that the words “important” people say are 

worthy to be heard, read, obeyed, or otherwise reacted to.  Sup-

posedly the most important person in our nation today, is also 

supposed to be the most powerful man in the world.  He goes by 

the name of Joe Biden.  Yet, because of all his frailties and ad-

vancing age, his words are sometimes so garbled that not only 

can no one understand them, they elicit sympathy, mocking, and 

derision.  But that’s assuming that what he’s trying to say has any 

real meaning in the first place, or contains any truth at all.  Re-

gardless of whether what’s being said is true or not, when words 

are perceived to be clear and unambiguous, they carry great 

weight, for good or for ill.  Truly, our words have great import. 

 But as weighty as our human words can be, they are as 

nothing compared to the Word of God.  What is the Word of God?  

Or rather, what is He?  John 1:1 tells us that the Word of God is 

the Son of God, the Son of Man.  God has spoken many things 
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and many times.  And while we have the Words of God written in 

the Holy Bible, the Ten Commandments written by God’s Own 

hand no less, God’s Word is not just words.  The Passion Transla-

tion renders the famous description of God’s Word in Hebrews 

4:12:  “For we have the living Word of God, which is full of energy, 

like a two-mouthed sword.  It will even penetrate to the very core 

of our being where soul and spirit, bone and marrow meet!  It in-

terprets and reveals the true thoughts and secret motives of our 

hearts”.  Truly the Word of God is life-giving, and alive.  It is not 

just alive.  God’s Word is a Person, the Son of the Living God, 

Who is only a Son in that He is separate and distinct from the Fa-

ther, but of One Being with the Father and Holy Spirit.  When God 

speaks, it is Christ Jesus Who manifests, Who appears. 

 Recall how the Lord Jesus appeared to Peter, James and 

John at His transfiguration.  He essentially transformed into a 

white flame of fire, visible yet as a Person, but unearthly and su-

pernaturally glowing and radiating life and light.  Almost as if He 

was burning, like the burning bush that would not burn up, that 

Moses first saw when God first commissioned him to lead the He-

brews to freedom out of Egypt.  We just read in Exodus 34 how 

God personally inscribed the Ten Essential Commandments into 

the stone tablets that Moses had carried up the mountain.  Earlier 

in Exodus 19, God descended upon Mt. Sinai, in living flames of 

fire, billowing clouds of smoke, and “thunderings”.  God’s words 

were literally visible.  Each word was like a living, “breathing” 
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flame that appeared, moving about as if it had a life of its own, 

which it did and continues to have to this day, and for all eternity.  

Pulsating with life-energy, with waves like thunderous tsunamis 

striking everything on and around the mountain, but without water, 

without air.  This was and is the presence of God.  And so it was 

when Father God revealed Himself separately from His “physical” 

Word, Lord Jesus, standing on the mountain, again with Moses 

and now also with Elijah, as Peter, James and John, stood, 

speechless, well, all expect for Peter who never seemed to lack a 

word, however incoherent and inappropriate it might be.  Here 

and at the Baptism of the Lord in the Jordan by John the Baptist, 

who was ministering in the same spiritual anointing that Elijah had 

when he had walked the earth, Father God deems to open His 

mouth and speak.  The Bible says that it was like “thunder”. 

 Recall, too, what it was like when Saul, accosted on the road 

to Damascus, froze in place and heard Lord Jesus speaking to 

him.  While the Lord’s words carried meaning directly into the very 

being of Saul, beginning to transform him into the Apostle Paul, 

only Saul understood what was being imparted, the meaning and 

instructions that would forever change his life, and the entire 

world!  And what did Saul’s deputies hear?  They heard a “voice”.  

And that “voice” took shape, incarnated as it were, and rendered 

Saul blinded and humbled and at that instant forever repentant of 

how he had persecuted Lord Jesus’ precious Church, even taking 

the lives of some of the Lord’s treasured lambs. 
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 Recall, also, just a few short years earlier, the scene in Acts 

2, the day of Pentecost, the Feast of Shavuot, the Birthday of the 

Church, and the anniversary of Moses receiving the command-

ments of God on Mt. Sinai.  Now in Jerusalem, suddenly there 

was the sound of a mighty, rushing wind.  But there was no wind!  

And then they saw these flames of fire that had divided from an 

etherial, unearthly “burning” flame that did not burn anything, nor 

produce any heat.  And as these little, living flames descended 

upon all the 120 disciples gathered for prayer in that Upper Room, 

they began speaking in all the known languages of earth, telling of 

the glories of God and His salvation in the Living Word of God 

Who walked about as the crucified and now resurrected and for-

ever living Christ Jesus!  Why this was the exact reversal of the 

Tower of Babel in Genesis 11!  And it was also a reenactment of 

the birth of Israel.  For it was when the people gathered around 

Mt. Sinai and received God’s law that they became a true nation.  

And now at Pentecost, some 1500 years later, on the very day, 

God gave Himself, the Word, the Spirit, the Life, the Flame, the 

Voice, to the disciples praying there.  And suddenly, just like that, 

they became the Church! 

 The Word of God, which cannot be separated from God, for 

He is the Word, He is His Word, incarnates the meaning, incar-

nates what it says, initiates and becomes the Work.  In Genesis 1, 

God spoke the world into being.  Christ Jesus as the Son of God, 

manifested, and as in a woefully inadequate metaphor, like an or-
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chestra conductor, directed Holy Spirit to bring forth out of nothing 

physical light, heat, water, all matter, and all living things.  And 

lastly, on the sixth day of creation, the pinnacle of God’s cre-

ations, us.  We human beings, made in God’s very Own image, 

were created to be the objects of God’s love, and to care for and 

govern this physical creation.  Since God’s Word is Himself, our 

words in a microscopic way in comparison to His, also carry im-

mense weight and authority and meaning.  For we and they all 

come from God’s very Being.  In the same general way as with 

God Himself, our own words bear the power to bring forth exactly 

what we are saying.  We bring forth “good” works by our words. 

 Our words are far more powerful and monumental than we 

can imagine.  We speak flippantly in our total ignorance.  Indeed, 

our words are not just sounds, but in the spiritual realm, can also 

be seen, for they have substance.  Karen, the wife of a pastor 

friend of mine many years ago actually saw the words of an irate 

woman in a Walmart parking lot in St. Ann.  This angry woman 

was cussing out someone, and her words manifested as the most 

ugly, almost vomit-like substance around her.  Only Karen saw the 

words, which were so ugly she nearly became ill herself.  Re-

member that our words don’t just evaporate into thin air!  They are 

visible in the spirit realm, and can be ugly or beautiful.  Praise and 

worship and expressions of love are the most beautiful.  Think of 

that when you next open your mouth.  And for heaven’s sake, 

never take the Lord’s name in vain!
!


