GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, September 21, 2025; Pentecost XV
Lectionary / Selected: Psalm 119:97-112; Ecclesiastes 9; | Timothy 2; Luke 16:1-18
Sermon Hymn: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LBW 487
Anthem:

Confronting this Evil World

“Two accountants are in a bank when it falls victim to a group
of armed robbers. The patrons of the bank are immediately gath-
ered up in to a small group so that they cannot alert the authori-
ties. As the robbers go about their business of robbing the bank,
the group is asked to empty out their pockets and take off all their
jewelry and watches. As this is happening, one of the accoun-
tants jams something into the hand of his business partner [ac-
countant]. The man looks down and says, “What is this?” and the
[first] accountant replies, “It's that [$800] | owe you”.’

Well, technically, he did pay back his partner! That the pay-
ment would be stolen by the bank robbers in only a matter of a
few seconds hence, well, that was just the bad “luck” of the sec-
ond accountant! But as we can see, “technically” doesn’t actually
cut it here, does it? For in the final analysis, the second accoun-
tant is still out the $800 he originally lent to the first accountant.

In a way, though, it sort of illustrates what Solomon was get-
ting at in Ecclesiastes 9. In this world, it often seems incompre-
hensible how too many times good people suffer evil, and evil
people seem rewarded with this world’s wealth. But upon only a
little serious study of the Bible, we can discern here the fallacy of

Solomon’s judgement. Here his vaunted wisdom is hamstrung by
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a severely limited perspective. Unlike his Godly father, King
David, Solomon lacks deep knowledge of God, God’s character,
and kingdom. And so we’re left here with an entirely accurate de-
scription of the way this fallen, evil world operates. It requires us
to study more teachings from the Bible to discover why this is.

In a similar vein, many people with a similarly myopic view of
life, ask why God miraculously saved President’s Trump’s life in
Butler, Pennsylvania in July, 2024, while allowing another assas-
sin’s bullet to extinguish the life of a young, exemplary Christian
man. To them, it doesn’t make sense for God seems capricious,
fickle, unreliable, even malicious. Others, too, have expressed
thoughts on social media feeds, alleging that God is definitely not
all He claims to be since He was apparently utterly unable to pre-
vent Charlie Kirk’s murder. Still others, assert that Kirk absolutely
deserved to die. For he was a depraved man, filled with hate and
malice toward all those who disagreed with him.

But God. Yes, God. Those who actually know their God, the
One and Only Living God, the Creator of all that exists, know that
He has given all people free will. People are as free to obey God,
as they are free to disobey. God did not create a race of automa-
tons, robots who cannot act outside their programming. Love
does not do such a thing. For love is the ultimate liberty. Love
moves us to do extraordinary, unimaginable things. Like self-sac-
rifice for others’ benefit. For love can never be forced. Force is

the very antithesis of love. Love is freedom. Freedom is love.



But lest there be misunderstanding, the “freedom” woke liberals
espouse is not freedom at all. It is lawlessness, licentiousness,
narcissism that seeks only its own gratification. It is an exact pic-
ture of satan. Tyler Robinson and his Deep State accomplices
may well have mixed motives, even mixed emotions, over their
murder of Kirk, but unless they welcome a life exchange, offered
by the same Father God in Christ, their destiny in life will be eter-
nal death, in the same place as the devil, their chosen deity.
Which is why Kirk’s death truly is marking a “turning point” in
America, and even the world. With his memorial funeral services
in Arizona beginning even as we speak, we can be assured that it
will be a service of worship to God in Christ Jesus. Though we
aren’t there, many tens of thousands of people will be in that sta-
dium, and millions more will see it via streaming, or by watching
recordings. How many funerals do you recall that took place in a
full-size sports stadium? | can’t recall even one. For though
Charlie Kirk was one man, a husband, a father, a leader, a Christ-
ian, devoted follower of King Jesus, this evil world has overplayed
its hand. For it doesn’t have any other moves. Just like it did on
Golgotha, crucifying Christ was the ultimate solution to getting
Him to shut up permanently. Except we all know how that turned
out. And likewise it is already happening with Charlie Kirk. Within
hours of his death, over 18,000 requests to establish new chap-
ters came in to Turning Point. More donations have poured into

Turning Point than in all history! It's quickly becoming evident that



America’s third great awakening is about to explode on the
scenes. It'll be America’s final awakening because King Jesus
will soon return. The final seven years of the Tribulation will soon
commence. Just as the Book of Revelation describes.

Speaking of prophecy and prophets, some of you may have
heard of one of the greatest of our very recent prophets. Kim
Clement passed away in late 2016, aged 60. He is perhaps most
famous for prophesying years before of the election of Donald
Trump as president, and that he would serve two terms. He had
also prophesied that an assassination attempt against him would
occur on a Saturday. Prior to that he saw that the devil would do
everything possible to put a witch in the White House. Both times
the devil’s plans came to nought as both Hillary and Kamala were
defeated by Trump. He also saw the current revival in the White
House. How beautiful it is to see every Cabinet meeting opening
with heartfelt, humble prayer to God in Christ!

But there is another prophecy which speaks of these days in
2025. Clement saw a woman who would be like an Esther for
America after a time of great tragedy. Erika Kirk is becoming to-
day’s American Esther, in fulfillment of that prophecy. For as she
addressed the nation in her first public speech, the transformation
of a vulnerable, grieving widow and mother into a powerful leader
was visible. She said, “The evildoers responsible for my hus-
band’s assassination have no idea what they have done. They

killed Charlie because he preached a message of patriotism, faith



and of God’s merciful love. They should all know this. If you
thought that my husband’s mission was powerful before, you have
no idea. You have no idea what you just have unleashed across
this entire country and this world. You have no idea. You have no
idea the fire that you have ignited within this wife. The cries of
this widow will echo around the world like a battle cry.” And lest
we're not as familiar with the original Esther in the Bible as we
should be, well, it just so happens we’ll be seeing her story retold
on screen downstairs next week.

Another contemporary Christian leader, Amanda Grace, has
been shown yet another consequence of Charlie Kirk's death.
Perhaps it crossed some of your minds as well. Kirk has become
modern America’s first public Christian martyr. Which should
bring to our minds the first Christian martyr ever, the Jewish
Stephen, Protomartyr. The account of his life and glorious death
by stoning is in Acts 7. The sermon he gave after his arrest is one
of the longest recorded in the Bible! When the authorities could
no longer stand his unimpeachable Biblical logic and truth, they
just murdered him. Just like Kirk. They didn’t have bullets then.
They had stones. And they used them. And helping the murder-
ers, an accomplice, was an up and coming, young elitist by the
name of Saul. Well, we know much more about him after he
started using his Greek name, Paul. Talk about an about face.
An encounter with His Majesty Yeshua Jesus will do that!

In a somewhat analogous situation these days is another



youngish Jewish whippersnapper named Ben Shapiro. He is sim-
ilar to Charlie Kirk, but without the enormous organization that
Turning Point USA became, and which looks to explode even
more under the new leadership of Erika Kirk. Ben Shapiro is an
orthodox Jew, who recognizes and respects Christianity. He
needs to become a Messianic Jew. That is discovering that the
Jewish Messiah has already come once, and will very soon come
again! So, prayers are very much in order for him and his family.
His coming to faith in His Majesty Yeshua Jesus will shake the
Jewish world globally! And this will be just another facet of this
End Times Revival, in America the third great awakening.
Speaking of prayers, what are old Christians supposed to do
now? Obviously pray. Senior citizens are normally retired, and
are supposed to have a lot of free time. They’re also supposed to
have gained a lot of life experience over their many years. Which
should translate into some degree of wisdom. Which should also
have led to more knowledge and insight into God. Which should
also intensify our love and desire for greater intimacy with our lov-
ing Savior and Father God. If we’re too busy in life to spend
meaningful time with Holy Spirit of the Lord, then we’re doing too
many things. If we're not young, then who'’s going to support the
younger ones like Erika Kirk and Ben Shapiro, as well as Trump,
Vance, Hawley, Hegseth, Patel, Bondi, Kehoe, and everyone else,
in prayer. To say nothing of our families and each other in our

Body of Christ. This is how we confront this evil world!!
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