
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, December 20, 2020; Advent IV / Christmas 
Lectionary / Selected:  Psalm 2; Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon Hymn:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (LBW   60) 
           Anthem:    

Let There Be Light! 

 ‘A [very] rural church [in the deep South] began the lovely 

Christmas tradition of staging a Living Nativity scene on the front 

lawn.  It became the talk of that small community.  A visitor driving 

through town stopped and admired the performance, but one fea-

ture troubled him.  The three wise men were carrying heavy can-

vas hoses, and they wore fire helmets.  Unable to come up with 

an explanation on his own, the tourist went to one of the church 

members who stood by.  “Why the fire hoses and helmets on the 

three wise men?” he asked.  The church lady shook her head in 

disgust and replied, “You Yankees never do read the Bible!”  He 

assured her he did, but couldn’t recall anything about firemen in 

the Bible.  The lady indignantly pulled her Bible out from under 

her arm and riffled through the pages, finally jabbing her finger at 

one particular passage.  Putting the Good Book right up in his 

face she said, “See, Yankee, it says right here, ‘The three wise 

men came from afar … ’”’. 

 Well, they didn’t come from a fire, but they did come follow-

ing another kind of light source, a star.  It just so happens that to-

morrow night, about 5:29 p.m., the planets Jupiter and Saturn in 

an exceedingly rare event, will come very close to each other and 

appear as a double planet, a conjunction, because they’ll be with-
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in 0.1º of each other from our perspective, though in reality they’ll 

still be hundreds of millions miles apart.  Some call this a “Christ-

mas Star”, and it hasn’t been visible since March 4, 1226, nearly 

800 years ago.  Is this a sign from Heaven?  Surely.  Is it the ac-

tual Star of Bethlehem reappearing?  No.  As I’ve said before, the 

supernatural star which guided the wise men to the exact location 

of the Christ Child was far better than our best GPS systems, and 

though it may not have given out vocal commands, it moved 

ahead of them, and stopped when they did.  Some people think it 

was a comet, but I don’t think that either.  It wasn’t in anyway a 

natural phenomenon.  It was a moving star, possibly even a very 

huge, bright angel that from a distance looked like a star. 

 The point is Jesus the Christ was born during the wee hours 

of the morning of December 25th, according to tradition.  The 

Bible doesn’t specify the exact day.  Many scholars, and many 

Messianic Jews, claim that it makes no logical sense for Him to 

have been born on December 25th.  Many propose a birthday 

during the spring or fall, such as the Feast of Tabernacles.  How-

ever, in my own studies of history, I find it far too easy for us 

“moderns” to automatically question traditionally-held dates and 

accounts of historical events.  What we tend to find is that most 

traditional stories have some basis in fact, including many myths 

and legends, that have been distorted and exaggerated over eons 

of time.  But something as important as the day of the Savior of 

the World’s birth, though not noted in the Bible, would naturally be 
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commemorated by Lord Jesus’ followers as the years passed af-

ter His ascension.  Which, to me, begs the question, why would 

God allow all these massive celebrations around the world con-

verge on this one particular day that is not the winter solstice?  

Christmas is the one day of the year when it is easiest to intro-

duce people to Lord Jesus.  Could December 25 just be an acci-

dent?  With Omniscient God, nothing can be an accident. 

 The Lord was born into a dark world, a dark time.  Not so un-

like our own time which, most would have to agree, is a dark time 

indeed.  For us, America has progressively gotten darker and 

darker ever since we began outlawing God from our public life, 

with the politically-motivated Johnson amendment in 1954, then 

the removal of prayer from our schools in 1962 and the next year 

the Bible.  Which then, not surprisingly, immediately led to the 

sexual revolution of the 1960s when threw off all Biblical restraints 

on morality.  Hailed as a liberation, as God has always warned, it 

was actually just the opposite.  We exchanged the freedom of 

God’s truth to literally become slaves to sin, which shortly led to 

the legalization of abortion on demand.  And our conversion from 

being “one nation under God”, to a nation under the devil began 

to manifest.  A ever-deepening spiritual darkness began en-

croaching on us getting darker as the decades passed.  The 

Church was “marginalized”, pushed to the periphery of society, 

such that Christian believers and Christian practices became a 

subculture, subordinate to a mainstream atheistic, secular culture 
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that became increasingly coarse, uncivilized and violent.  So 

many of our fellow citizens live now in such darkness that many of 

them can no longer stomach tolerating our existence, but desire 

us to be forcibly reeducated, brainwashed it used to be called, 

and if that fails, then summarily exterminated, so that the utopian 

“Great Reset” of the world can progress unhindered by us 

“haters”.  How very much do we need light to break forth upon us! 

 Yet, the Light has already come.  All that needs to happen is 

for us to let it out!  As His Word declares in Isaiah 9:2:  “The peo-

ple who walk in darkness will see a great light.  For those who live 

in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine”.  The Light of God 

has come, in Bethlehem, 2,020-some years ago.  A supernatural 

star appeared in the sky, which moved, day and night.  At the very 

moment of Christ’s birth, a massive fireworks show appeared in 

the skies over the pastures outside of Bethlehem.  Fireworks of 

angels; a whole multitude of Heaven’s angel armies appeared 

praising God and saying, as Luke 2:14 records:  “Glory to God in 

highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is 

pleased”.  God’s light has come.  As soldiers of the Light, let us be 

bold in standing for the Truth and the Light.  In so doing, nothing 

will be able to resist us!  For the Light came down at Christmas.  A 

supernatural Baby, the Very Son of God and Man.  He came and 

He’s still here, and He’s the answer to everything!  But did He 

have to come as a Baby?  For sure! 

[“The Wrong Christmas Story” video]
!


