
GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH, April 25, 2021; Pascha IV 
Lectionary / Selected:  Psalm 23; Acts 4:1-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-21 

Sermon Hymn:  At the Name of Jesus (LBW 179) 
           Anthem:    

No Other Name but Jesus 

 ‘Names are so important:  they give us a sense of identity.  

So consider the following questions:   

• What do you call a man hanging on a wall?  Art. 

• What do you call a man in a cooking pot?  Stu. 

• What do you call a man in a mailbox?  Bill. 

• What do you call a man sitting in a hole?  Phil. 

• What do you call a man under a car?  Jack. 

• What do you call a man with a government subsidy?  Grant. 

• What do you call a man with a seagull on his head?  Cliff. 

• What do you call a man lying in front of a door?  Matt. 

• What do you call a man floating in a pool?  Bob.’ 

 From just this short list, it’s pretty obvious that our human 

names can be easily misunderstood, misspelled, mangled, con-

fused or twisted out of any resemblance to their actual form.  But 

there is one name that is heads and shoulders above all the rest.  

The name of Jesus.  It’s somewhat of a shame that in English we 

mispronounce our Lord’s name all the time, since, as written in 

English, it really should be Y-e-s-u-s.  Pronouncing its original He-

brew form, Yeshua, would be even better, but He doesn’t really 

mind, for He is much more concerned that we actually call on His 

name, rather than if we perfectly pronounce it. 
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 Yet, while this name is above all other names, and should be 

held in the absolute highest regard, in this corrupted, diseased, 

rotting world we live in, His name is all too often a cuss word!  Its 

other forms, “God”, “Christ”, all are used in the most vulgar ways.  

Father God commanded us in the top ten ultimatums, actually it’s 

number two in Luther’s order for he essentially combines what in 

other Christian traditions are numbers one and two.  It appears as 

number three in illustrations and lists, just so you’re not confused.  

But we all know what it says:  “You shall not misuse the name of 

the LORD your God”.  More familiar it might be in the King James 

Version:  “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in 

vain”.  We forget that God is holy.  He is absolute holiness.  There 

is nothing more holy than God.  He is the epitome of holiness.  

And any and everything that has any holiness is holy because it 

has been touched by, or made holy, by God’s holiness. 

 So if something is holy, we treat it with the utmost respect.  

Correct?  Then why do we willy-nilly throw our Holy Bibles 

around, treating them almost as if they were just another book?  

For nonbelievers, we’re all too used to hearing God’s name used 

in vain, and worse, all over the TV, movie and electronic screens.  

And in our schools, workplaces, and many homes.  Surely none 

of you ever blurt out His name in vain when you’ve stubbed your 

toe, or worse?  Even if you did, if you immediately confessed this 

sin and asked Christ Jesus’ forgiveness, it’s expunged from your 

“permanent record”.  So, yes, Lord Jesus’ name is of utmost holi-
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ness, while at the same time, this Person is not only our Lord, but 

our Savior, our constant Friend here on earth and Advocate in 

Heaven.  For Someone so absolutely holy, He also constantly 

prays for us.  He is our absolute closest Friend, Who, through 

Holy Spirit, is always as close as by our side, and actually, closer, 

within us, if we let Him come in and take over. 

 So His name is holy, but we can call on His name whenever 

and always.  We are commanded to do just that.  We realize that 

we can call someone’s name in a respectful way, or in a dishon-

orable way.  If Lord Jesus is truly the most important thing in your 

life; if you love Him more than anything and anyone else on earth, 

including your own self, your own life, then you will automatically 

speak His name with reverence, honor and wonder.  With your 

love for Him dripping like thick honey from every syllable.  For it is 

with rapturous delight that we who are saved speak His name, 

and never absentmindedly, or flippantly say His name. 

 Because not only is this name without any rivals forever and 

ever, this name is the one and only name by which the creatures 

called human beings can be rescued from this devolving exis-

tence on a dying planet.  Yes, our planet is headed toward cata-

strophe.  Nearly everyone will physically die off from this planet 

surface.  (The globalist elites are glad to hear this, until they real-

ize they’re not exempt!)  But, I’m telling you, it’s not going to be 

because of global warming, climate change, systemic racism, or 

any other ludicrous scenario our secular, pagan scientists and 
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elite class dream up.  For the days of psychopathic, savage hu-

manity violently rampaging across this world without restraint are 

swiftly coming to an end!  The judgement of God is already being 

released, little by little.  For the Bible says that when a people that 

once knew God and then turns its back on Him, convincing them-

selves that He never really existed, that all that we see and are is 

just here by random evolutionary chance, why that understanding 

of the world in itself is already the beginnings of God’s judgement. 

 God has peppered creation with an abundance of obvious 

truths, as He said in Romans 1:20:  “For since the creation of the 

world [God’s] invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine na-

ture, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has 

been made, so that they are without excuse”.  When people deny 

those truths, among them gender identity, they become fools, 

Romans 1:22 announces.  Humanity, from the very beginning of 

time, has known Who God is, because He designed within us the 

very knowledge that He is.  It is hardwired within us.  Romans 

1:19 states:  “that which is known about God is evident within 

them; for God made it evident to them”.  But as we can see, much 

of American, Western, and the emerging globalist society denies 

the truth.  Thus God’s judgement falls on them.  Romans 1:24-25 

declares:  “God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to im-

purity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them.  For 

they exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and 

served the creature rather than the Creator”.  God’s judgement 
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continues in verse 26:  “God gave them over to degrading pas-

sions”, which is all manner of sexual immorality.  Finally, the last 

straw of God’s judgement on them before the final Tribulation of 

the End Times begins is announced in verse 28:  “God gave them 

over to a depraved mind, to do [all] things which are not proper”.  

They can no longer perceive truth and can’t be reasoned with. 

 We see all these things around us.  Practically everything the 

political pagans pronounce are bold-faced lies.  And yet, even 

with ulterior motives, once in a while, something true does come 

out.  Case in point, Joe Biden’s declaration that the massacre of 

Armenians by the Ottoman Turks during World War I was an ac-

tual genocide.  Up to that time, it was the most horrific genocide in 

history.  But World War II and the following communist genocides 

in many mostly Asian countries ended up topping the Armenian 

genocide many times over.  It was good that Biden made this dec-

laration.  It is a statement of truth.  But it’s the only truth that’s 

come out of Washington, D.C.’s current leadership since they be-

gan.  And so we see it.  This is God’s judgement in action. 

 Like a drunken sailor, America is lurching toward radical left-

ism.  During the previous four years of the Trump administration, 

God gave us a reprieve.  Frankly, there are hardly any traces of it 

left!  Did that short time awaken enough of the church to see 

what’s now happening to rise up, and be the Christian soldiers the 

church is supposed to be?  An oft-used illustration depicts the 

church as a beautiful bride, all adorned for her wedding to the 
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Savior, but instead of costly, elegant high heels, she’s wearing 

army marching boots.  For that is what we truly are.  Most of us 

here are past the prime of physical life.  Which makes us all the 

more suited to staff the Kingdom of Heaven’s earthly air force, for 

our prayers are like bomb-laden missiles flying into enemy territo-

ry, the lands and souls held in the grip of hell.  Our short prayers 

are like grenades committed for our local battles in our own met-

ropolitan area and state. 

 Two weeks ago we read of the Apostles Peter and John get-

ting arrested for the healing of a well-known crippled man in the 

name of Jesus.  Hauled in by the Temple authorities, they were 

beaten, and arraigned by the Sanhedrin.  And ordered to never 

speak in or mention the name of Jesus ever again.  They totally 

disobeyed that government order, and aren’t we glad they did!  In 

our day, so far in a mostly non-violent way, we, too, are being told 

by the society around us to just shut up about the real Jesus.  But 

we know that the only fix to the ongoing catastrophic collapse of 

our culture is just that—the name of Jesus!  For as Peter boldly 

declared (you see how his innate tendency to yakkety yak is now 

just what the doctor, rather the Lord, ordered!) in Acts 4:12:  “God 

has given no other name under heaven by which we must be 

saved”.  Despite all the jabbering around us that we can be happy 

by doing this or that, believing this or that, taking this or that, there 

is only way for each and every one of us to live in peace now, and 

forever, with our Great Shepherd!  So never shut up about Him.
!


